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The Millennium Ecologic Museum 

Yaoundé, Cameroon
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Introduction
The Millennium Ecologic Museum is a private initiative of Professor Bernard Aloys NKONGMENECK, assisted by some nature scientists of the University of Yaounde 1, Cameroon. This initiative is unique in its kind in Cameroon. 
Professor Bernard Aloys NKONGMENECK, the Director of this Museum is Associate Professor of Botany and Ethnobotany at the University of Yaounde 1, Associate fellow of Academy of Science of Cameroon and President of the Cameroon Ethnobotany Network. 
The visitor is really surprised when discovering this exhibition. It is not about naturalized species introduced into their environment to illustrate biodiversity, but it is a real laboratory of natural sciences:

· A cafeteria 
· A "nature" shop
· A library with more than 1500 references

·  An exhibition of natural collections
Located 200 m from the National Herbarium in Yaounde-Obili neighbourhood next to the Texaco station in a pleasant building, you can find there collections of Cameroon mammals, minerals, wild plants. More interesting are the orchids and lianas collections, and the ethnobotany showcase offering various herbal medicines whose effectiveness and safety are proved by specialists. 

Opening Hours 

The Museum is fully open to the public daily from 8 am 30 to 17 including public holidays, except on Sunday. 

Address 

Millennium Ecological Museum 
Building located next to the Texaco station Obili, 2nd Floor 
PO BOX 8038 Yaounde Cameroon 
Tel: +237 99 99 54 08 
email: ecologicmuseum@yahoo.fr 
Website: www.ecologicmuseum.netsons.org. 
Mission 

The Millennium Ecologic Museum is a scientific and cultural place that has 3 main tasks: 
1. Research & consulting

2.  Exhibitions of natural collections 
3.  Education / training 

Departments and Programs 

The research Department develops and implements multidisciplinary research programs focused on the knowledge, conservation and valorisation of biodiversity. This department is working in partnership with UNESCO in a project on valorisation of the biological resources of the Dja Biosphere Reserve. 
The Ethnobotany Department works in collaboration with the Cameroon Ethnobotany network (CEN), IMPM, The l KAMSU KOM’s Laboratory, the Ministry of Public Health and the National Traditional Healers. Enhancement Association in valuing plant-based traditional knowledge, and capacity building of traditional healers. 
The Cameroon Ethnobotany Network is a network of scientists working to survey, document and promote conservation and sustainable use of plant based traditional knowledge. The Network has 4 regional headquarters in Cameroon: 
· One in the soudanosahélian ethnoecological zone (Adamawa, Extreme north and north provinces, headquarter in Ngaoundéré)

· One in the Western highlands ethnoecological area (west and north west provinces, headquarter in Dschang) 
· One in the coastal rainforest ethnoecological zone (Southwest, and littoral Provinces, headquarter in Buea)
· One in the continental rainforest ethnoecological area (Centre, south and east province, headquarter in Yaounde)
 
The Executive members of the CEN are: 
· President: Professor Bernard Aloys NKONGMENECK, bnkongme@yahoo.fr 
· Secretary General: Professor Jeanne NGOGANG, jngogang@yahoo.com 
· Assistant Secretary General: Evariste FONGNZOSSIE, fong_nzossie@yahoo.fr
· Treasurer: Dr. TSABANG Nolé, tsabang2001@yahoo.fr
Every 3 years, the CEN organizes an international symposium. The theme for this year is “Technology and valorisation of plant-based traditional knowledge”. The symposium is scheduled from September 11-13 2008. Abstracts and more information at cenrce@yahoo.fr.
The Ecotourism Department works for the identification and promotion of ecotourism in natural environments Cameroon. 

The activities and services of the Museum 
Natural collections 

They include:
· Rare and spectacular plant species (vines, fruits, seeds, roots, fungi, lichen, orchids, etc.) 
· Animal skeletons 
· Birds Specimens 
· Animals sounds 
· Some specimens of insects 
· Some rocks 
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Plate 1. A collection of some animal skeleton
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Parts of an elephant collection, now
being mounted to reconstitute the original animal skeleton
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Other animal specimen
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Butterfly collection
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 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
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Geological specimen
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A collection of wild fruits
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A view of the lianas collection


[image: image20]  The orchids collection
Each plant specimen is accompanied by an information sheet as presented below:
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Discoveries Visits for individual and groups
 
The Museum is fully open to the public to raise awareness about the different facets and the role of a natural history museum. Visitors have the opportunity to ask questions to the executives of the Museum. 
Educational and cultural activities for schools 

The Museum organizes discovery workshops on the nature, environment, natural sciences for students of primary and secondary schools principally and their teachers. The themes of these workshops change each year and are linked to the permanent or temporary exhibitions, or the educational needs expressed by teachers. They are available on request only, from September to May. 
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Biodiversity roundtables 

The Museum organizes regular biodiversity roundtables that promote meeting and exchange between teachers, researchers and other professionals in the forest environment sector or working in the field of communication. The themes of the various roundtables are defined in concert with stakeholders and turn around the context, problems, current and future challenges of conservation and sustainable management of biodiversity. 
The Cafeteria 

The Museum cafeteria is open every working day (Monday to Saturday). It can accommodate up to 20 people and offers a unique tea tasting: the Lippia Tea is an excerpt from Lippia multiflora, a Cameroonian plant of family verbenaceae with stimulating, hypotensive, hypoglycemiant, laxative properties It is served in regular tea formula or ”ice tea”. 
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The Cafetaria







Lippia tea

The Museum “Nature” Shop 

You can find there: 
· Postal cards
· Lippia tea

· Herbal drugs …  
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Postal cards on sale at the museum
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Herbal drugs on sale at the museum
Ecotourism 

The MEM organizes ecotourism trips for the discoveries of the wonders of biological and cultural heritage of Cameroon. Responsible 

Trainings 

The MEM is a training centre on biodiversity. 

The Museum offers upon request a variety of conservation biology oriented trainings.
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Library 

A library of over 1500 references is available with books, reports, dissertations, scientific journals, etc.. 

[image: image30]  A partial view of the library

Our partners 

IRD, Cameroon
UNESCO, Central Africa Regional Office
IMPM,

KAMSU KOM’s Laboratory

Friends of the Museum Club 

The "Friends of the MEM" is a support group which brings together some members, who since the opening contribute to the dynamism of the Museum, to the enrichment of its collections while encouraging its public outreach activities. 

Any person can support this initiative, and become a member of the club, "Friends of the Museum"!

The "Friends of the MEM" receive the following advantages:
·  Membership Card which allows free access to all Museum exhibitions,
· Invitation to the inaugurations of exhibitions 
· Participation in conferences organized for members 
· Discount on selected publications sold at the Museum 
· Discount on products sold in the “nature” shop of the Museum 
Contact: ecologicmuseum@yahoo.fr [image: image31.png]
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Pr. NKONGMENECK with some visiting students from the faculty of medicine and biomedical sciences (University of yaoundé 1)





Picture of an induction ceremony for traditional healers trained at the Museum on elementary principles of pharmaceutical science
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 ithoeni Beobopgic Wsme

Noms de Ia plante
Nom courant: Alpa

Mom vernaculeire: Ak (Yebekolo),
Ao (L (Gabom)
Mo sciertifique: Tertrapleura tetraptera

(Schum. & Thonr) Taub,
Femille: Mimosaceas

Type de plante: Atbre (15 m de long et 1 m @)

Type de fruit: Gousses brunes (15:20 x 4.6 om)
graines O x7 x4 mm)

Localité de collecte: Akok (15 km de Bertous)

Usages: Fruits  utlisés

commercialisés,

comme  condiments,

Fiche Technique N°42|

Milloenire Beobogc Wasme
DName of the plant

Common name: Alpa.

Vermacnler name: Akpa (Yebekolo),
02 R (oo
Scientific name: Tertyaplewra tetraptera

(Schum. & Thonr) Taub,
Family: Mimosaceas

Plant fype: Tree of 15 m long nd | m@)
Fruit type: Brown pod (15-25 x 46 e,

Harvest sit: Akok (15 kn from Bertous)
Uses: fiuits used as condiments, marketed.
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